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positions for the E.C.C., even the general direction
of the Beni Atiya camel charge were planned out in
the utmost detail. As I looked down from the hill
to which we had been conducted at the little group
of buildings with its water-tower, and the tiny
figures of the twenty Turkish soldiers who formed its
garrison moving unsuspectingly about their lawful
occasions, I could not help feeling that it was really
not quite fair of Dawnay to make such up-to-date
and elaborate plans for their destruction. Perhaps
I knew in my heart of hearts that I should not have
done it nearly so well myself: or perhaps I was only
thinking of that camel charge.
But I need not have worried myself about the
camel charge. When we got back to Guwera on
the 14th, we found a message from Matlaq to say
that he intended to attack Tebuk, unsupported,with
the brave Beni Atiya, and would not therefore be
able to co-operate at Tel ash Shahm after alL My
last excuse for joining the force was thus removed,
and I was left at a loose end. Dawnay could only
suggest that I should join Maynard at Aba'l Lissan
and wait for another opportunity. As I sat in the
mess-tent listening to him making his plans, I
rather glumly wondered whether I should ever get
anything to do at all. It seemed to me that I was
falling between two stools, as I was clearly not
wanted to understudy Lawrence, and the alterna-
tive of commanding a mixed force was also to be
taken from me. Suddenly we heard a tremendous
fusillade from the direction of the Arab post at
Guwera rock, a mile away. In a very few minutes
a breathless Arab rushed into the camp yelling at
the top of his voice : " We have taken Maan ! Our
Lord Feisal has taken Maan ! Praise be to God ! "